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FROM US DELEGATION. UN DESERTIFICATION CONFERENCE 
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TAGS: UN, OCON, SENV 

SUB J : UN DESERTIFICATION CONFERENCE: MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTION 
(ISRAELI DOCUMENT ON NEGEV) 

1 . SUMMARY: ARAB RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ISRAELI DOCUMENT 
ON NEGEV (TEXT NAIROBI 1 1531) WAS APPROVED DURING AFTERNOON 
SESSION SEPT. 8 BY ROLL-CALL VOTE 45-17(US) WITH 14 
ABSTENTIONS. RESOLUTION HAD SUPPORT OF ALL ARAB, 

MOST EE SOCIALIST STATES AND MANY AFRICANS, INCLUDING 
KENYA, HOST OF CONVERENCE. EC-9 VOTED AS BLOC AGAINST 
TOGETHER WITH US AND CANADA. MOST LA'S ABSTAINED. IN 
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FACT. RESOLUTION WAS SUPPORTED BY LESS THAN HALF OF 
ACCREDITED DELEGATIONS (94). SOME RESOLUTION ON, OR 
RELATED TO, MIDDLE EAST DISPUTE WAS PROBABLY INEVITABLE, 
AND BEST THAT CAN BE SAID IS THAT THIS ONE WAS LESS 
INFLAMMATORY THAN IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN. IN ANY CASE, IT 
PRODUCED LESS CONFRONTATION AND TENSION THAN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES RESOLUTION DID AT WATER CONFERENCE. AFTER 
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PASSAGE, WORK RESUMED ON DESERTIFICATION MATTERS. 

1 . RESOLUTION WAS SUPPORTED IN SPEECHES BY MAURITANIA, 

ALGERIA AND PAKISTAN. ALL COMPLIANED ABOUT ISRAELI DOCU- 
MENT AND PROFESSED TO SEE POLITICAL INTENT IN MAP OF NEGEV 
WHICH APPEARED (TO THEM) TO SHOW WEST BANK OF JORDAN 
AS PART OF " JUDEA” . IN ADDITION, IMPLIED CONNECTION ON 
DOCUMENT BETWEEN MUSLIM CONQUEST IN 7TH CENTURY AND SPREAD 
OF DESERTIFICATION WAS TERMED HIGHLY OFFENSIVE TO MUSLIMS. 
ISRAEL DEFENDED DOCUMENT AND OFFERED TO WITHDRAW OFFENSIVE 
PASSAGES. AUSTRALIA, SPEAKING IN BEHALF OF WESTERN (WEO) 

GROUP (EXCEPT FOR ONE STATE), DELIVERED FOLLOWING STATE- 
MENT: 


2. "A MOJORITY OF THE WEO GROUP REGRET THE PROPOSAL TO 
PASS A RESOLUTION OF THIS NATURE. IF IT IS PRESSED, THEY 
WILL BE UNABLE TO GO ALONG WITH A CONSENSUS AND HAVE TO 
ASK THAT THE MATTER BE PUT TO A VOTE. MEMBERS OF THE WEO 
GROUP HAVE NOTED THAT VIEWS ON THE PAPER WHICH IS THE SUB- 
JECT OF THE RESOLUTION HAVE BEEN RECORDED ALREADY IN 
PARA 29 OF THE RAPPORTEUR GENERAL'S DRAFT REPORT ON THE 
GENERAL DEBATE, AND THEY CONSIDER THIS SHOULD SUFFICE. 

THEIR VOTES WILL REFLECT THEIR VIEWS THAT, IN THE WIDER 
INTERESTS OF OUR CONFERENCE, IT IS UNDESIRABLE THAT A 
PAPER SUCH AS THIS, SUBMITTED TO THE CONFERENECE AS A PART 
OF THE PREPARATORY DOCUMENTATION SOLICITED BY DECISIONS 
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OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECRETARIAT TO THIS CON- 
FERENCE, SHOULD BE SINGLED OUT AND DENOUNCED IN A 
FORMAL RESOLUTION." 

3. IN ROLL CALL VOTE FOLLOWING STATES VOTED AGAINST: 

ISRAEL, ITALY, NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, 

UK, USA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, CANADA, DENMARK, 
FINLAND, FRANCE, FRG AND GREECE. FOLLOWING STATES ABSTAINED: 
JAPAN, MEXICO, PERU, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, SPAIN, THAILAND. 
VENEZUELA, ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, CHILE, COLOMBIA, ECUADOR 

AND ETHIOPIA. NOTABLY ABSENT FOR VOTE WERE TURKEY, 
CAMEROON, IVORY COAST, ZAMBIA, SWAZILAND, BOTSWANA, GABON 
AND NEPAL. FOLLOWING VOTE, ISRAEL, ON POINT OF ORDER, 

ASKED CONFERENCE PRESIDENT IF MATTER HAD BEEN "SUBSTANTIVE" 
(REQUIRING TWO-THRIDS VOTE) OR "PROCEDURAL" 

ISRAELI INTERVENTION AT LEAST HIGHLIGHTED 
GENERAL LACK OF ENTHUSIASM IN MANY REGIONAL GROUPS 
FOR RESOLUTION, AND FACT THAT IT DID NOT OBTAIN TWO-THRIDS 
MAJORITY OF STATES PRESENT AND VOTING. 

4. US DELEGATE (JOSEPH) MADE STATEMENT PER PARA 3, 

STATE 214207. CONFERENCE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HOPE THIS 
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WOULD BE LAST TIME HE WOULD HAVE TO TAKE POLL OF DELEGA- 
TIONS, AND CONFERENCE RESUMED CONSIDERATION OF DESERTIFI- 
CATION MATTERS. 

LE MELLE 
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